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Welcome to the Cañada College Honors Transfer Program. This booklet should help you to navigate the specific requirements of the program and provide you with information essential to your success!

MISSION STATEMENT

The Honors Transfer Program supports the mission and values of Canada College by:
· Creating an environment of scholarship that nurtures highly motivated students.
· Providing increased transfer opportunities and access to scholarships for participating students
· Supporting faculty innovation in educational practices that lead to student success.

BENEFITS OF PARTICIPATION
· Participation in the courageous pursuit of knowledge;
· Networking in a learning community of motivated, well-prepared students; 
· Increased interaction with faculty; 
· Participation strengthens transcripts for transfer and employment;
· Priority transfer opportunities at prestigious 4 – year institutions through
the Transfer Alliance Program and other special transfer agreements;
· Specialized academic advising from Honors Educational Advisor; 
· Richer intellectual understanding of topics studied;
· Priority registration date (district-wide policy agreed upon Spring 08);
· Participation in district-wide Honors Seminars; 
· Enhanced scholarship opportunities;
· Opportunity to participate in Honors conferences and seminars; 
· Preferential enrollment of Honors students in Honors sections;
· Special recognition at graduation.
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HONORS TRANSFER PROGRAM ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS
	Program Entrance 

	Entering High School Students
	Continuing College Students

	GPA 3.5
Eligibility for English 100 
              and Math 120
	GPA 3.3 after 9 units of degree 
              applicable coursework
Eligibility for English 100 
              and Math 125, 130, 140, 200, 222, 241 or 251



HONORS TRANSFER PROGRAM GRADUATION/TRANSFER REQUIREMENTS
	Gradation or Transfer as an Honors Transfer Program Graduate

	15 units in Honors Classes                                                                                     GPA 3.3
Maximum of 6 units completed in Contract or Independent Study
For students in science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) majors at least 3 units must be completed in non-STEM coursework.
For students in the liberal arts and sciences or workforce majors at least 3 units must be completed in STEM coursework.



HONORS TRANSFER PROGRAM STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
 Upon graduation and/or transfer from the Honors Transfer Program, students will have:
1. Completed and presented original research.
1. Completed an educational and transfer plan that culminated in applications to at least two universities and two scholarships.
1. Gained a strong sense of themselves as student scholars and an increased confidence in their work
TYPES OF HONORS COURSES AVAILABLE AT CAÑADA
The Honors Transfer Program will be comprised of a combination of the following:
Honors Section: These are courses offered at the honors level; however they are open to all enrolled students if they meet the course pre-requisites. 
Honors Colloquium: These are credit-baring learning communities that provide a way for students to complete their unit requirement in an enriched honors environment and are a designed to support students within the same discipline or related disciplines. An example of this is a one-unit honor colloquium in a discipline that is linked to a number of other courses in that discipline or related disciplines. If the student completes the honors colloquium they receive honors credit for both the colloquium and the regular course.
Honors Seminar: These are topical seminars for which students receive credit. Honors Seminar is a course that improves critical thinking and focuses on current issues that affect local, national and/or global communities. It complements other classes in the curriculum by combining an emphasis on specific content with reflection, researching, skill development, interaction, analysis, synthesis, and conflict resolution. It may or may not be linked with courses in multiple disciplines.
Contract Course: These courses provide honors credit to the student who is currently enrolled in a class with the selected faculty member; the contract is individually negotiated between the faculty member and the student. The contract must be approved by the full time, discipline coordinator. The program will not rely heavily on this type of honors course; rather they should be as an opportunity for students to complete their honors requirements in a timely fashion. Only 6 units of Contract or Independent Study may be used toward graduation or transfer with honors.
Independent Study/Research Project (695/690): Independent studies or research projects can be used to round out the Honors experience. Faculty can supervise students in the completion an intensive research project. While the content of the experience is individually negotiated between the faculty member and the student, the project must be approved by the full time, discipline coordinator. Only 6 units of Contract, Independent Study or Research Project may be used toward graduation or transfer with honors. 
Internship (672): Honors-level field experience semesters and internships are available through a number of academic institutions and public entities. Students would complete their field experience under the supervision of a faculty member.
Honor Project (Contract, Independent Study, Research Project or Internship) Guidelines:
All Honors Projects must be scholarly endeavors over and above the normally expected curriculum at the lower division, and it must be clearly described in the application. 

Examples of “What Makes It Honors”: 
1. Topics that are more advanced than regular, lower division course work, 
2. Research beyond normal course assignment, 
3. Extensive reliance on primary source documents,
4. Critical thinking and extended analysis not required in regular course work, 
5. Creative project beyond regular requirements of the course. 

Honors Project Requirements: 
1. Instructor in consultation with student determines project design. 
2. Paper must be typed and a minimum of 10 – 20 pages, free of typographical, spelling, grammar and style errors. Cover page must be attached indicating it is an honors project. If appropriate, a Power Point style presentation may also be completed.
3. Instructor must arrange to meet with student throughout the term to check on progress, work out details, etc. Four or five meetings are suggested. 
4. Student must earn a C or higher in course to earn honors credit. 

Honors Project Deadlines: 
1. Project form for proposed project should be in Honors Coordinator’s Office by the end of midterm week. All required signatures must be in place (including Discipline Coordinator). 
2. Project must be completed by deadline set by instructor. 
3. Project form verifying completed project should be turned in to Honors Coordinator’s office by the end of the semester. Instructors can send forms in once they have completed final grades. All required signatures must be in place (including Department Chair unless semester sign-off was done at midterm). 

PRESENTATIONS AT REGIONAL AND NATIONAL HONORS CONFERENCES
During the fall semester, students and/or honors faculty are encouraged to present at the National Collegiate Honors Council Conference: http://www.nchchonors.org/  
During the spring semester, there are additional opportunities to present at regional conferences sponsored by organizations such as: The Honors Transfer Council of California http://www.honorstcc.org/  the Western Regional Transfer Council http://www.unm.edu/~wrhc/  and the Bay Honors Consortium http://www.losmedanos.edu/honors/research/consortiuminfo.asp  

 Appendix I
Cañada College Honors Poster Guidelines 
1. Your poster represents you, your discipline, and Cañada College. Take great care to plan and organize it well. Make sure it communicates the intended information in an interesting, visual manner. Ask the Honors Coordinator, or your professor, to proof your work. 
2. It is a good idea for you to construct the materials for your poster digitally so that you can reproduce it in the future or repair it during the time that it is being presented. 
3. Keep your poster simple and brief. Think of a poster as a series of highly efficient, organized “panels” (a storyboard) upon which appear synopses of the relevant information you want to convey—just enough to get your point across. 
4. Organize your poster materials using headings, such as “Introduction,” “The Research Question,” “The Methodology,” and “Findings.” These headings will help establish a logical flow to your poster. 
5. Use large enough fonts so people will not have to squint to read the material. For headings, use at least a 48-point font. For text, use nothing less than 18-point. 
6. Place the title of your work in a prominent position on your poster. Include your name and your and the discipline in which you are completing your research. Acknowledgements and references should be placed in the bottom right corner. 
7. Your poster may be on display at a variety of campus events. You will need to have your poster set up before the start of each of the events to which you have been invited. Allow yourself plenty of time for the setup so that you can relax and enjoy your presentation. You are also responsible for the removal of your poster at the end of the session. 
8. Do not plan on using any audiovisual equipment. 









Appendix II
Perfecting Your Oral Honors Presentation 
1. As you begin to prepare your presentation, be sure to clarify your thesis, objectives, and “plan of action” for your audience. They’ll need to be able to follow your ideas so the organization is important, and it should be obvious to anyone watching and/or listening to you. 

2. Be sure your paragraphs and thoughts flow smoothly into one another. You want the audience to be able to tell when you are moving from one idea to the next. 

3. If you are quoting from any source, be sure the audience can tell that you are not using your own writing. You might say, “Someone said,” or you can always use the words “quote/end-quote.” This will slow you down and “chop up” your presentation, so only use quotes in moderation. 

4.  It’s time to practice reading your presentation silently to yourself. Are there sentences that are awkward? Have you put too much information into one sentence? Does it flow or does it need to be tightened up a bit? Make any revisions you think your presentation needs. 

5. Once you’ve revised your work, read it out loud to yourself. Does it still sound good when you can hear it? Make more changes if you think it doesn’t sound right. You want to be able to read or speak smoothly, like you’re having a conversation with friends. 

6. Okay, now you need to make your presentation to an audience—someone who will listen and give honest feedback in case your focus isn’t clear to someone unfamiliar with your field of research. Remember to make eye contact with the people in your audience. 

7. Repeat the above steps as needed! You want to be comfortable giving your presentation in front of an audience—especially if some of the audience members are unfamiliar with your field of research. Practice, practice, practice! 

8. If you are using technology or PowerPoint, be sure the slides are in order and the equipment you will be using works. Don’t walk in at the last moment and expect that everything will be perfect. It’s your responsibility to ensure that you have what you need to give a successful presentation! Do remember that you should carry a copy of your presentation with you.
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