


Jean Mecorney, Sabbatical Fall 2007
LONG-TERM PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECT Report 

1. Purpose of the project (refer to the stated objectives in your application).  
The purpose of my Fall 2007 Sabbatical was three fold; To build and enhance my digital 
photographic expertise, research photographic programs and to develop a body of 
photographic work and portfolio. I traveled from the west coast to the east coast and back 
from August 6, 2007 to November 8, 2007.  During the trip I took over 15,000 digital 
photographs of the landscape, national parks, rural settings and scenes from the car. Not only 
did the experience of using my camera daily enhance my photographic skills but I was able to 
attend two weeklong professional photographic workshops. 

The first workshop was through the Maine Media Workshops in Rockport, ME 
and was taught by Brenda Tharp: 
http://www.brendatharp.com/

The workshop; Art of Nature was a balance of skill building and artistic expression and 
provided an opportunity for me to share my photographs with both professional and amateur 
photographers. There was much to learn in this workshop about the camera itself as well as 
extensive critiques that are the backbone of any art or photography course. Portfolio review 
and constant feedback from the instructor served as both a learning and teaching experience. 

While at the Maine Media Workshops, I interviewed the Director of Photography 
Programs, Elizabeth Greenberg. I was able to learn the structure of their curriculum offerings 
and the methods they use to improve enrollment.

Maine Photographic Workshops 
Rockport College | P.O. Box 200 | Rockport, Maine 04856 | 207-236-7034 x 353 
www.TheWorkshops.com



Ghost Ranch, New Mexico. 
Instructor Eddie Soloway’s course provided many examples of teaching techniques in terms 
of photographic expression and experimentation as well as seeing with the camera. I have 
improved my technical skills to better capture with the camera what I see and feel in my 
mind. These techniques and exercises are directly transferable to our photographic courses.

Santa Fe Workshops 
PO Box 9916 | Santa Fe, NM 87504-5916 
Santafeworkshops.com

These workshops provided me with the opportunity to evaluate professional digital 
photography standards. The work of creating a new degree and certificate in photography 
building on our current courses and adding new ones has begun. The following is a proposed 
set of courses for the degree and certificate in Digital Photography.

Current courses
mART 314 Introduction to Computer Graphics [3 units] 
ART 351 Black and White Photography [3 units] 
mART 362 Digital Photography I [3 units] 
mART 363 Digital Photography II [3 units] 
mART 365 Photographic Restoration and Retouching [3 units] 
mART 366 Color Management and Digital Printing [1.5 units] 
mART 376 Digital Imaging I [3 units] 
mART 377 Digital Imaging II [3 units]

New course Fall 2008: mART 680 Photographic Workflow [1.5]

Proposed Course: Portfolio Careers for Graphic Design and Photography

Electives
mART 368 Web Design I [3 units] 
mART 389 Multimedia Careers [3 units] 
mART  379 Digital Animation I [3 units] 
ART  301 Design [3 units] 
ART 204 Color [3 units]

2. Outline of your activities during the project.  

•	Cross country trip [http://www.2naluck.com/cctrip/cctrip.html]
•	Shot, processed, sorted and cataloged 15,000 landscape photographs
•	Two photographic workshops; Maine and Santa Fe
•	Interviewed faculty at workshops and Santa Fe Community College
•	Interviewed administrators at workshops regarding academic photographic curriculum, 
degrees, certificates and programs



3. Summary of the major points of interest and value derived by you in conducting this 
project.  Include how you see that students will benefit as well.

The Fall 2007 sabbatical allowed me to concentrate on photography as an art and as an 
academic program. The workshops, conversations with other photographers and instructors 
have solidified my vision of a full degreed photography program. The multimedia program 
offers most of what would be needed for a program. There are a few courses that would need 
to be added or changed. 

The insight gained from the trip is important in creating new courses and adjusting current 
ones. These new insights and skills add to the curriculum in all my courses. in evaluating the 
definitions of photography, design and multimedia.

 4. Your evaluation of the usefulness of this project. 

Without a doubt the sabbatical has proved itself to be useful in the rethinking of current 
curriculum and the creation of new curriculum. I am more confident in my photography, 
design and image creation. I am able to judge professional standards for the new digital 
photography field.

5. Any required documentation (transcripts, certificates, etc.) 
See attached



INCL:

Certificate

Class schedules fr 2 workshops

Poster, Postcard for Exhibit

 

6. If there is a tangible product from this project, please include a copy as appropriate.
1. I created a new course: Photographic Workflow for Fall 2008. This course is a direct 
outgrowth of my photographic experience during my sabbatical.

2. The created, produced and organized the on campus art exhibit “From a Moving Car; 
Across the United States and Canada” in our new campus gallery. I have included the 
invitation and promotional poster created for the show as well as the website for my blog: 
http://www.2naluck.com/cctrip/cctrip.html

And a website showing the prints that were included in the art exhibit:
http://www.multimedia-art/artgallery/




