SLOAC Update – September Newsletter for Cañada College

Assessment the Easy Way:
Do your assessments include embedded questions in a multiple choice exam?  Here’s one way you can quickly collect the data.  On the bulletin board next to the original Scantron scanner in bldg 13 is an envelope containing red “Item Analysis” forms.  By simply sending this form through after a run of student tests, the scanner will print out the number of students with the wrong answer for each question.  Whether or not the questions used for assessing a particular SLO are grouped within the test, you can still quickly tabulate student achievement.  Complete directions are posted on the envelope holding the forms.   

The new Scantron machine will give you more detailed information about class achievement.  Is anyone interested in getting trained on the use of this scanner or the use of data that it generates?  Send an email to rhodesc@smccd.edu with the subject Scantron.

Flex Day Results
	Faculty have completed an amazing number of SLOs and planned assessments: 64% of the Fall classes have SLOs and planned assessments.  Assessment data and reflections have been filed for 10% of Spring 2008 courses.  A full report is available on the SLOAC website:
http://www.canadacollege.edu/inside/slo/index.html 
	Evaluation forms that were returned indicated that many of you appreciated the time to work with colleagues as well as the assistance from SLOAC Committee members.  Areas that needed improvement were the pdf forms, software compatibility issues, and smaller workshops with more coaching help available.  By now, everyone with a Mac should have downloaded the latest Adobe Reader and be able to use the pdf reporting form.  The text boxes have been enlarged to let you write more SLOs per course, if you so desire.  Be sure to download the latest version from the SLOAC web site for future reports.  

Sharepoint Site Now Open
	Speaking of the web site, everyone’s SLO forms are now posted on the SLOAC Sharepoint site (accessible from the SLOs page of the SLOAC site).  You can access this site with your email and password and can open and read any document.  Posting of new and revised documents will still be done by the SLOAC Committee. 
	


Assessment Workshops
	To help you navigate The Assessment Zone this term, there will be a workshop on Wednesday, October 15 at  2:45 pm.  Based on feedback to a faculty survey (sent out by separate email), this term’s workshops will focus on assessment topics that are of most interest.

Resources for Assessments:

	Our library has a collection of excellent references on designing and using assessments.  The list is attached to this email can be found on the SLOAC site (under Resources).  Most of these books are shelved together in the Teacher Reference section near the current journals in the library.  

	An interesting web site hosted by the Carnegie Foundation on different aspects of assessments is	 http://bondessays.carnegiefoundation.org/
	Over the past several years, Carnegie Senior Scholar Lloyd Bond—a psychometrician with a long list of credentials in educational measurement—has produced a collection of short essays designed to demystify assessment and open up discussion in fresh ways.  Assessment isn’t just for the experts anymore: it is the responsibility of all of us to understand its issues and possibilities.

Brought to you by the SLOAC Advisory Committee

Carol Rhodes, Patty Dilko, Jessica Einhorn, Linda Hayes, Ray Lapuz, Martin Partlan, Rita Sabbadini, Katie Townsend-Merino
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