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Challenges 

 The Problem: Low scores on reading quizzes and exams 

 High frustration level 

 Lack of improvement 

 Disillusionment and reduced retention rate 

 Our Student Body: Breakdown 

 Diverse backgrounds 

 Diverse problems  

 Hypothesis for solution 

 “Reading Your Textbook” Workshop 

 First quiz—strictly reading 

 Very low scores 

 Workshop: Anniqua & Tutors 

 Second quiz results  
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Difference in Quiz Grades (Fall 2007-Spring 2008)  
The following charts indicate the difference in grades between reading quiz 1 and reading quiz 2 for fall 2007 and 

Spring 2008.   
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Bringing History Texts to Life 

These workshops were offered after assessing student needs in history and Social Science 

classes.  They were offered during class time, but were open for all students and faculty on 

a first-come-first-served basis.  Because the workshops were offered consecutively over 

two days, students had ample opportunity to attend these workshops. 

For the first time at Cañada College, these workshops were offered through close 

collaboration with the History and Reading Departments with the Learning Center and 

Library. 

 

Engaging with a History Text 

This Workshop showed students how to engage with a history text using reading skills that can be used in other Social 

Science classes. 

Learning Outcomes 

Students will participate in activities that help identify key reading and test-preparation strategies for a history class. 

Workshop Outl ine  

Students will sign-in with email addresses and currently enrolled classes.  They will be 

blank cc-ed the notes of the workshop and be contacted regarding other workshops and-if 

possible-contacted via google.docs for other information. 

 (10 minutes) 

In groups of four Students will be asked to read the text and use whatever strategies they 

know to help prepare for a quiz.  They will be given note-cards and highlighters.   

(5 minutes) 

(The facilitators) will then explain the expected outcomes of the workshop: 

o Reading strategies 

o Test preparation 

o Tutoring services (tutors attending the workshop will be introduced) 

(15 minutes) Test prep: 

Students will be quizzed on three multiple choice type questions related to the text 

ranging from easy to difficult using clicker technology. 

One facilitator will discuss the answers to the questions and the other will take note and 

project on the board.  These notes will be emailed to the students at the end of the 

workshop. 

(15 minutes) Reading Strategies: 
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Students will be asked to share the reading strategies they used to prepare for the quiz.  

The facilitators will introduce reading strategies that students might not have used as 

listed in the handout below.  (KWL+, and SQ3R) 

(15 minutes) Class Related Information: 

Information related directly to the history class will be explained to students 

http://www.teacherweb.com/ca/skylinecommunitycollege/mrstanford/photo1.stm 

Students will be asked to complete evaluation before leaving. 

Resources 

 

 History Strategies Menu 

http://www.muskingum.edu/~cal/database/content/history.html 

1. General Tips and Note taking Strategies 
2. Information Organization 
3. Reading and Memory Strategies 
4. Test Preparation and Test Taking Strategies 
5. Hennings (1993) HISTORY'S WAY OF KNOWING 

Strategies for Reading Comprehension 

http://www.readingquest.org/strat/ 

  

http://www.teacherweb.com/ca/skylinecommunitycollege/mrstanford/photo1.stm
http://www.muskingum.edu/~cal/database/content/history.html
http://www.muskingum.edu/~cal/database/content/history1.html
http://www.muskingum.edu/~cal/database/content/history2.html
http://www.muskingum.edu/~cal/database/content/history3.html
http://www.muskingum.edu/~cal/database/content/history4.html
http://www.muskingum.edu/~cal/database/content/history_hennings.html
http://www.readingquest.org/strat/
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Student Profi le 
 

Those students in Professor Stanford’s classes assessed as needing this workshop after the first reading quiz were asked 

to attend. A total of 111 students attended the workshops.  The majority of the students were enrolled in Mike 

Stanford’s History classes: 

 

History 101-Western Civilization II 

History 201-US History thru 1877 

History 202-US History 1877-Present 

 

Since these workshops were open to all students, faculty and students from ESL 400 and Reading 836. 

Students who attended are taking the following classes this semester: 

Speech 120,, math120, Psych 106, Spanish 110, English 100, Socio 100, Econ 100; Bio 110; Eng 165, Interior 

Design, Macro econ, Intermediate Algebra, Eng 100, Accounting, Ocean 101, Plsc210, Plsc130, Anthropology, Span 

120, Dance, English 826, Reading 826, Philosophy 190, Math 112, ECE handling behavior, Speech 100, Human 

Anatomy, Math 111, Mart 376, Eng 165, Span 110, PLSC 170, and Art History. 
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Reading Strategy Handout  
Professor Elizabeth Terzakis 

PRE-READING STRATEGIES: The following strategies are designed to take you into, through, and in some cases 

beyond a variety of reading situations. They will help you to assimilate new information more easily and organize 

your study time more effectively. 

KWL+ 

Step K: What Do I Know? 

Brainstorm 

Generate categories for ideas 

Purpose: to activate schema and prepare to assimilate new information in an organized way 

Step W: What Do I Want to Know? 

Develop interests and curiosities 

Ask questions 

Purpose: to encourage active reading 

Step L:  What Did I Learn? 

Write what has been learned 

Use new learning as a set of reading notes 

Purpose: to review and record new information for later reference 

Step +  What Do I Still Want to Learn? 

Check to see which questions (from Step W) still need to be answered 

Add any additional questions 

What further research needs to be done? 

Purpose: to develop additional reading projects, outline new areas of study 

KWL+ works best when you are reading something about which you have some schema 

PPPC  Preview*Predict*Pre-read*Code 

Preview To preview a selection, look for the title, information about the author, sub-headings, graphics, study 

questions, italicized or bolded words, sections, previews, or summaries 

Purpose: to activate schema and to create expectations about the reading 

Predict What will this reading be about? How long will it take? 

Purpose: to create expectations, raise questions, and help with time management 
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Pre-read Read the first sentence of every paragraph. What main points do you think will be covered? 
Purpose: to focus expectations, raise questions, create and activate schema 

Code Take concise and relevant notes on main ideas, questions, comments, unfamiliar words, important details. 

Don’t be afraid to write on your book. 

Purpose: to record and review what you've learned 

PPPC works even when you know nothing at all about the reading 

BRAINSTORMING: Jot down ideas about a topic related to the reading; organize ideas into categories 

Purpose: to activate schema and prepare to assimilate new information in an organized way 

FREEWRITING: Write a few paragraphs about the topic the reading covers 

Purpose: to activate schema and prepare to assimilate new information 
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Workshop Evaluation 
Date and Time:        

 
 Th is w o rkshop  increased  m y know ledge of  how  t o  engage w it h  h ist o ry t ext s. 

st rongly agr ee 

 

som ew hat  agree 

 

no  op in ion som ew hat  

d isagr ee 

st rongly d isagree 

 Th is w o rkshop  increased  m y know ledge of  qu iz p reparat ion . 

st rongly agr ee 

 

som ew hat  agree no  op in ion som ew hat  

d isagr ee 

St rongly  d isagree 

 I am  in t erest ed  in  at t end ing o t her  sim ilar  w o rkshops. 

st rongly agr ee 

 

som ew hat  agree 

 

no  op in ion som ew hat  

d isagr ee 

St rongly  d isagree 

 Please com m en t  on  how  w orkshops like t h is can  be im proved .  
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STUDENT RESPONSE TO WORKSHOPS  

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

Increased knowledge of 
how to engage with a 

history text

Increased knowledge of 
quiz prep

Interested in similar 
workshops

Increased 
knowledge of 
how to engage 
with a history 

text

Increased 
knowledge of 

quiz prep

Interested in 
similar 

workshops

strongly disagree 33 26 22

somewhat disagree 3 5 14

no opinion 17 17 27

somewhat agree 59 63 46

strongly agree 33 26 22

strongly disagree

somewhat disagree

no opinion

somewhat agree

strongly agree
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Student Comments 

 

 Give more time to read 

 Maybe through asking students what aspects they struggle with 

 Possibly present absolute best papers or an "A" example 

 More energy 

 The workshop presenter was great and informative 

 More time spent trying to understand text.  Find out what is important rather than repeating 
about wrong answers and more time to read.  I feel frustrated now-thanks anyway 

 Give me more time to read and next time tell me what is going on.  Don't just tell me to start 
reading.  Think this out more.  You can't just learn automatically.  It's a process.  You confuse me 
too much.   

 Maybe more time to interact with students individually 

 Good but should be more details on paper and tell the important details 

 Please provide free food 

 Gave us ideas what the teacher is thinking of when they are reading and writing the test 

 VŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘΧƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǿƘŀǘ L ƪƴŜǿ 

 Interested in tutoring-opening me up to new study habits-thanks. 

 I don't know now, but I'll know by the next quiz.  The "practice" has not been done.  We had an 
introduction to a possible way of finding the "best" way to approach the issues.  Getting 
togetƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΧ 

 Good key points identification 

 Nothing.  Everything is great 

 It was very helpful interacting with others and sharing ideas 

 A few more question examples would be helpful 

 the workshops are good but sometimes you have to work for hours before or after school and in 
order for you to take good notes and read and prepare for the reading quiz is by making time 
which you do not have. 

 No comment.  It helped me understand the preparation of reading and quiz taking. 

 Not require them to students who don't need the workshop.  Coming from AP History classes I 
find this test and quiz taking analysis basic and rudimentary.  I think faking sick would have been 
more productive than taking this eighth grade workshop. 

 Class should be more like this.  Nothing wrong with the teaching style but I'd learn more this 
way. 

 maybe have more time to read and learn more 

 start before first quiz of semester 

 good job 

 ǾŜǊȅ ƎƻƻŘΧƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƳƻǊŜ than what I knew 

 it's good but maybe longer and go slower 

 no comments 

 not read too much and better topics 

 better topics 

 more explanation 

 The text should be shorter and the reading assignment should be more direct.  Maybe after 
introducing the reading strategies have students try them.  Giving students a shorter text will let 
them read once again and get a sense of the text.  The second reading would let them highlight 
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what they think is the main point.  providing handouts on the reading/study strategies would 
also be helpful. 

 better hand out 

 boring 

 more time 

 we need a little more time 

 a little more enthusiastic attitude-not so slow 

 take more time to explain 

 no opinion 

 smaller groups would be better 

 Give more time to read or go section by section 

 The text was longer than the workshop had time for which made answering questions hard.  A 
little confusing 

 More time.  Thank you 

 :) 

 thank you 

 need to provide more study skill habits 

 very good information 

 It is already good. 

 go slower 

 More time for reading then taking away reading when answering questions and then discussing 
the answers (after deciding on one) give the reading back. 

 Allow time to get through all the material you use, especially if you're trying 6to see the info in 
something like a quiz. 

 there should have been more strategy teaching rather than more group work and group reading 

 It was quick, but I learned a lot.  Thanks. 

 thanks 

 very time restrictive 

 no comment 

 more time 

 thank you 
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Assessment 
The following graphs represent the difference in grades on reading quizzes pre- and post- workshop.  The dramatic 

increase in achievement CANNOT and should not be interpreted as the direct impact of teaching students reading 

strategies in one workshop.  It could, however, indicate that students realize the importance of preparing for the 

quiz.   

Data from previous semesters will also be included to show the difference in the grades for these two quizzes.    
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Reading Your History Textbook Spring 2009 
 Reading assignment first week 

 Reading Guide 

 Tutors (suggest) 

 Textbook Workshop 

 All students 

 Video of former students and tutors 

 Automated practice quiz with immediate feedback 

 Tutors and Study Groups 

 Quiz #1 

 Data 

 Quiz #2 

 Combo quiz but quantify results reading questions 

 Flagging students for tutoring 

 Note: train student tutors to conduct workshops 
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Resources 
 

Reading/Writing Lab Webpage: 

http://canadacollege.edu/readingwritinglab/workshops.shtml 

 

Professor Stanford's Reading Guides: 

http://www.teacherweb.com/ca/skylinecommunitycollege/mrstanford/photo1.stm 

 

 

http://canadacollege.edu/readingwritinglab/workshops.shtml
http://www.teacherweb.com/ca/skylinecommunitycollege/mrstanford/photo1.stm
http://www.teacherweb.com/ca/skylinecommunitycollege/mrstanford/photo1.stm

