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Workshops 

Plan to institutionalize the Reading/Writing lab workshops for student credit similar to Butte College or 
to support hour by arrangement. 
Include the plan here 

Grammar Workshops 

1. Parts of Speech September 16, Tuesday (12:00pm-1:00pm) and September 16, Tuesday (5:00pm-6:00pm)  

2. Sentence Structure September 24, Wednesday (5:00pm-6:00pm) and September 25, Thursday (12:00pm-1:00pm) 
3. Phrases and Clauses October 7, Tuesday (12:00pm-1:00pm) and October 8, Wednesday (5:00pm-6:00pm)  

4. Editing Sentences October 23, Thursday (12:00pm-1:00pm) and October 23, Thursday (5:00pm-6:00pm) 

 

Workshops for the Social Sciences 

Bringing History Texts to Life 

 
These workshops were offered after assessing student needs in history and Social Science 
classes.  They were offered during class time, but were open for all students and faculty on a 
first-come-first-served basis.  Because the workshops were offered consecutively over two 
days, students had ample opportunity to attend these workshops. 
For the first time at Cañada College, these workshops were offered through close 
collaboration with the History and Reading Departments with the Learning Center and Library.  

Engaging with a History Text 

This Workshop showed students how to engage with a history text using reading skills that can 
be used in other Social Science classes. 

Learning Outcomes 

Students will participate in activities that help identify key reading and test-preparation 
strategies for a history class. 

Workshop Outline  

 Students will sign-in with email addresses and currently enrolled classes.  They will be 
blank cc-ed the notes of the workshop and be contacted regarding other workshops 
and-if possible-contacted via google.docs for other information. 

 In groups of four,  Students will be asked to read the text and use whatever strategies 
they know to help prepare for a quiz.  They will be given note-cards and highlighters.   

  (The facilitators) will then explain the expected outcomes of the workshop: 

Test preparation 

 Tutoring services (tutors attending the workshop will be introduced) 

 Students will be quizzed on three multiple choice type questions related to the text 
ranging from easy to difficult using clicker technology. 

http://canadacollege.edu/readingwritinglab/workshops.shtml#Parts of Speech
http://canadacollege.edu/readingwritinglab/workshops.shtml#Sentence Structure
http://canadacollege.edu/readingwritinglab/workshops.shtml#Phrases and Clauses
http://canadacollege.edu/readingwritinglab/workshops.shtml#Editing Sentences


 One facilitator will discuss the answers to the questions and the other will take note 
and project on the board.  These notes will be emailed to the students at the end of 
the workshop. 

Reading strategies 

 Students will be asked to share the reading strategies they used to prepare for the 
quiz.  The facilitators will introduce reading strategies that students might not have 
used as listed in the handout below.  (KWL+, and SQ3R) 

Class Related Information: 
 Information related directly to the history class will be explained to students 

http://www.teacherweb.com/ca/skylinecommunitycollege/mrstanford/photo1.stm 
Students will be asked to complete evaluation before leaving. 

 

 

 

  

http://www.teacherweb.com/ca/skylinecommunitycollege/mrstanford/photo1.stm


Cite your sources! 

Learn how to do research with JSTOR and cite your sources using APA, MLA, or Chicago style guides.  

Bring your paper on a flash drive to the workshops and spend time with faculty and tutors on it.  

Location (9-206 Reading/Writing lab) 
Monday, November 17 Workshop 1 (1:00-2:00pm) Workshop 2 (2:00-3:00pm) 
Tuesday, November 18 Workshop 3 (1:00-2:00pm) Workshop 4 (2:00-3:00pm) 

Wednesday, November 19 Workshop 5 (2:00-3:00pm) 

Outline 

 
Demonstration of JSTOR (5 min) 
Overview of Style guides (10 min) 

Work on your paper (30 min) 

JSTOR 
http://canadacollege.net/library/web/oncampus.html 

http://canadacollege.net/library/web/offcampus.html 

http://canadacollege.net/library/web/oncampus.html#j 

On-line Tutorial with quiz 
http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/archives/tutorials.jsp 

Sample APA 
http://www.dianahacker.com/pdfs/Hacker-Shaw-APA.pdf 

Sample MLA 
http://www.dianahacker.com/pdfs/Hacker-Daly-MLA.pdf 

Sample Chicago 
http://www.dianahacker.com/pdfs/Hacker-Bish-CMS.pdf 

 

Applying what you've learned: 
Work on your paper to make sure you have cited your sources correctly in the style guide of your choice. 

If you don't have a paper, access the following paper (which is the first two pages and the works cited page of an actual student 
paper and make the appropriate changes). 

Make sure you use a reference book or website: http://www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/ 
Ask for assistance if you are unsure. 

Before you leave today, make sure you have learned three new things that you can apply to your writing.  

Complete the Evaluation 
  

http://canadacollege.net/library/web/oncampus.html
http://canadacollege.net/library/web/offcampus.html
http://canadacollege.net/library/web/oncampus.html#j
http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/archives/tutorials.jsp
http://www.dianahacker.com/pdfs/Hacker-Shaw-APA.pdf
http://www.dianahacker.com/pdfs/Hacker-Daly-MLA.pdf
http://www.dianahacker.com/pdfs/Hacker-Bish-CMS.pdf
http://docs.google.com/Doc?id=ddbmv83d_20htk6pr2d
http://www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/
http://spreadsheets.google.com/viewform?key=pOUAAgtQB40sobdJmcm46dw


 

Web Page 

 Created on-line Google Calendar to facilitate scheduling of the lab on a regular basis 

 http://canadacollege.edu/readingwritinglab/ 

 
 Regular updates of workshop and assessment tools 

 Updates of resources for students and faculty 

 

Technology  

 Acquired (donated by the Math Department) Smart Board for the Reading/Writing lab and 

provided training. 

 Provide faculty training on use of technology in the classroom (needs based) 

 Investigate hardware and software for the lab: clicker technology, pronunciation software, etc. 

 Acquired and will provide training of Netsupport http://www.netsupport-inc.com/index.asp to 

ensure effective use of technology in classroom setting. 

  

Communication 

 Attend ESL, English and Coordinator meetings monthly to facilitate collaboration in projects in 

the Reading/Writing Lab and to plan for hour by arrangement activities 

 Meet Regularly with Learning Center staff to collaborate with tutoring support and workshops. 

 Email and handouts regarding Reading/Writing lab activities 

  

http://canadacollege.edu/readingwritinglab/
http://www.netsupport-inc.com/index.asp


Proposal for English/ESL Reading Writing Lab course 

ENGL 8041/ ESL 8052 

Course Title: Academic Language Workshops3 
.5 units Lecture/Lab  16 hours total4 

Student Needs: 
1. Students need extra support and have been attending grammar workshops on a regular basis 

(and some have also asked how they can get credit).  

2. The 16 hours for Hour by Arrangement should be replaced to make sure we are in compliance. 

3. We know students need support in a structured yet flexible format.   

 

Time Line: 
 First two weeks of semester faculty assess student needs. 

 For students who are immediately identified as needing extra help, faculty recommend taking 

the Reading/Writing Lab course.  

 Students can register at any time in the semester and can repeat this course if necessary.  

Because the workshops are based on student work they are different each time they are 

offered-but the focus is still the same. 

 We offer the main Workshops over 8 weeks in the middle of the semester.  Students don’t 

usually attend during the last month(as assessed from previous semesters), and the first two 

weeks they need time to know what they need to focus on. 

                                                           
1
 ENGL 804 is a flexible unit Reading/Writing course in the catalogue 

2 ESL 805 is Advanced Grammar Review.  Both these course have not been offered for at least three years and 

because their numbering is so similar, it should be easy to cross reference them. 

3 The ALW title keeps it flexible as far as well as focused-Also the word “Lab” which sounds sterile. 

4 If it is designated a lab course, students will be required to work for 24 hrs. Also, since we will require 8 hours of 

faculty lead workshops I think the Lecture/Lab  designation is justified.   A student can always repeat this course as 

many times as they like because it is skill building. 



 Once students have registered, they will receive the following form: 

Reading/Writing Lab Course Requirement: 
 Students must attend at least 8 workshops (The on-line attendance data base and the handout 

(with exercises and notes) in their folder will be proof of attendance). 

Students can choose any workshop and potentially could fulfill this requirement in the first two 
weeks, but they could also decide to repeat the same workshop. 
For example: 

o an ESL Level 1 student might decide to attend the Parts of Speech Workshop eight times 

o an English 826 student might want to attend all the workshops once 

o An advanced student might decide to attend the Writing lab which focuses on their 

writing classes.  

 Students must also complete 8 hours of assignments specified for their level.  The 

Reading/Writing Lab Coordinator will compile and update these assignments in consultation and 

collaboration with the faculty teaching each level and skill.5 

ESL  English 

Level 1, 2,  
Level 3, 4 
ESL 4006 

English 826 
English 836 
English 100 

 
For example: 

o An ESL Level I student might have the option to work on Focus on Grammar software. or 

pronunciation Power software. 

o English 826 Exercises from bedfordstmartins.com/writingfirst 

o English 836 http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/paragraphkit/ 

 
 

                                                           
5 We can provide the assignments on-line, printed and on CDs.  This will be on a needs basis, but 
especially for evening students who cannot regularly come to the Learning Center. 
6 Assignments for 400 and 836 can  

http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/exercisecentral/player_clp/HomeMain.aspx?ClpId=74a2711a-3c72-4a1f-8e3a-109e5fc134f2&rendering=screenreader&ra=false&scorecard=true&leftnav=true&task=clp&taskid=&DName=&partid=xls-toc-A86C3C57-4992-4F4D-B13A-2058E2456F7C&chap
http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/paragraphkit/


CORE WORKSHOPS: 
These workshops will be offered over 8 weeks day (12:00-1:00) and evening (5:00-6:00).  They will be 
open to all students, but students who have enrolled in the ALW will be required to keep a record of 
their work in their folder.  
Spring Semester: Begin in First week of February 
Fall Semester: Begin in First Week of September 

 Monday Tuesday Wed Thursday 

WEEK 1 Grammar 
Workshop: Parts of 
Speech 

Grammar Workshop: Parts 
of Speech 

Writing or Social Science 
Workshop 

Writing or Social Science 
Workshop 

WEEK 2 Grammar 
Workshops: 
Phrases and 
Clauses 

Grammar Workshops: 
Phrases and Clauses 

Writing or Social Science 
Workshop 

Writing or Social Science 
Workshop 

WEEK 3 Grammar 
Workshop: 
Sentence Structure  

Grammar Workshop: 
Sentence Structure  

Writing or Social Science 
Workshop 

Writing or Social Science 
Workshop 

WEEK 4 Grammar 
Workshops: Editing 
Sentences 

Grammar Workshops: 
Editing Sentences 

Writing or Social Science 
Workshop 

Writing or Social Science 
Workshop 

 
 
Grammar Workshops: 
These workshops will be similar to the ones offered over the last three semesters. 
http://canadacollege.edu/readingwritinglab/workshops.shtml 

 
Writing or Social Science Workshops: 
These workshops will have a writing focus.  Students will spend some time going over the basics 
of that focus and then will apply what they learn directly to their writing.  It will be important 
that students come in with their writing assignment. 

The workshops will be offered by the Reading/Writing Lab Coordinator with a tutor to assist. 
However, considering how we have been running the workshops in the past, I would highly recommend 
that we have two faculty available.  Here are some of the reasons7: 

1. In previous semesters when we have offered them with two faculty, it has more of a workshop 

feel rather than a class format.  Students get to see faculty collaborating and discussing 

language in an academic context. 

                                                           
7 This also means that it will cost approximately $3500 per semester of lab hour pay for faculty, but considering the 

number of students we plan to help (and the fact that there should be some payback if students register for the 

class), I think it will be worth the investment. 

http://canadacollege.edu/readingwritinglab/workshops.shtml


2. It is an effective way to get students to attend  

3.  If we plan to institutionalize this course, we should be able to offer it whoever runs the 

Reading/Writing lab.  With my min quals, I can offer ESL and English, but I think it’s important to 

keep it open so that if someone without the min quals for both departments takes over, we 

should still be able to offer this lab. 

4. Also, if at some point we require it for certain classes, we should definitely have the funding to 

pay faculty-who up till now have been working with me on a voluntary basis. 

5. Last but not least, if the timing I have listed doesn’t work for all our students, having two faculty 

members will allow us to split the workshops and offer them at different times. 

 
  
 



Academic Language Workshops Form 
Student Name 
G number 
Email address: 

 List the names of Workshops you have attended.  Make sure you include the handouts 
given to you at the workshops in the folder 

1  

2  

3  

4  

5  

6  

7  

8  

Depending on the students’ level, they will be given options for assignments.  If they want to continue 
attending the workshops, that will also work. 

   

1   

2   

3   

4   

5   

6   

7   

8   

 
 


