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Who We Serve 
You are eligible to apply for TRiO if you are 
a U.S. citizen or permanent resident AND 
ONE of the following: 
 
 Low-Income 
 First Generation College Student* 
 Physically/Learning Disabled 

 
Students must also demonstrate significant 
academic need to be eligible for TRiO-
SSS. 
  
  
 
How to Apply 
We welcome you to apply by either 
stopping by in person at the TRiO Office on 
the 2nd floor of Building 9 in the Learning 
Center, by downloading an application 
from our website and returning it to our 
office, or submitting an online application.  
Please note that disability and/or income 
tax forms may be requested to verify 
eligibility. 
 
www.canadacollege.edu/trio 
 
* First generation means neither parent has a bachelor’s degree from 
a U.S. college or university. 
  
 

www.canadacollege.edu/trio 
www.facebook.com/TrioCanada 
 

 
  
   
 
 

Empowering Minds 
 

Inspiring Resilience 
 

Rooted in Diversity
 

Melissa Alforja, Program Director & Counselor 
(650) 306-3365 

alforjam@smccd.edu 
 

Patricia Sehl, Program Services Coordinator 
(650)306-3204 

sehlp@smccd.edu 
 

Candice Johnson, Administrative Assistant 
(650) 306-3369 

johnsonc@smccd.edu 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.canadacollege.edu/trio
http://www.canadacollege.edu/trio
http://www.facebook.com/TrioCanada
mailto:alforjam@smccd.edu
mailto:sehlp@smccd.edu
mailto:johnsonc@smccd.edu


                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“TRiO-SSS provides connections, social networks, and resources that help us towards 

academic and personal success.” 

     -Sagar Singh, TRiO Participant 
 
 

Who We Are 
TRiO Student Support Services (SSS) is one of the eight Federal TRiO programs designed 
to provide academic, social and personal support for students, to assist them in navigating 
the community college system, and to motivate them towards a successful completion of 
their Associate’s Degree and transfer requirements.  
 
  
Program Benefits   
Our program offers assistance in study skills, tutoring services, academic counseling, 
mentorship, career guidance, enrichment workshops, transfer tours, assistance in securing 
admission and financial aid, and the overall support of the entire staff. 
 
  
Leadership within TRiO-SSS 
TRiO Student Advisory Council (TSAC) is a student-led, registered club within our program 
for those students who aim to build a cohesive and supportive community.  Some of the 
activities include community service, leadership development, event-planning, team-
building, and mutual academic and social support. 
 

“TRiO-SSS is like family to me.  I get to meet new people, participate in fun workshops, 
and visit four-year universities.  TRiO has helped me to see the variety in academic 
choices, it motivates me to transfer, and I appreciate the academic counseling and 
support that the program provides for me and our TRiO community.” 
 
       -Brianna Ramirez, TRiO Participant 
 
 

Free Services to Qualified Students  
 
 
 

Tutoring  
Academic Counseling 

Career Planning 
Transfer Assistance 

Financial Aid Assistance/Financial Literacy 
Visits to 4-year Universities 

 Workshops 
Mentoring 

  
 
 


