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Advisory Council Members

Members of the Cañada College President’s Advisory Council are leaders in the community the College serves. With backgrounds

in business, innovation, public service, healthcare, nonprofits and more, these individuals donate their time to help shape the

course of Cañada College and secure the College's future, influencing the lives of countless students in the process. Their work

underscores a deep commitment to their community, and especially to the students, faculty and staff of Cañada College. 
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Member Biographies

Alicia Aguirre

Alicia Aguirre is a professor at Cañada College and has taught in the English Institute and the Spanish Department

since 1988. She is also Coordinator of the English as a Second Language Department and Co-Chair for

Accreditation. She has been the Chair of the District Curriculum Committee as well as Curriculum Chair at Cañada

College. She has served on the Academic Senate as Treasurer and on the District Academic Senate. She served on

the Educational Master Plan Committee.

Alicia holds an M.A. from Eastern Michigan University and has completed Doctoral studies in Social Anthropology at the

Universidad Iberoamericana in Mexico City. She was a Fulbright Exchange Professor in Argentina. Alicia is a former Mayor for the

City of Redwood City and currently serves on the City Council. 

Amy Buckmaster

Amy Buckmaster serves as President & CEO of Chamber San Mateo County, one of the leading business

organizations in California representing 85,000+ employees. Amy is well known for being a champion of

public/private partnerships and bringing stakeholders together to talk, listen and identify common sense solutions

and consensus with the goal of problem-solving and positive solutions. The San Francisco Business Times

consistently ranks the Chamber in the top five of all chambers of commerce throughout the nine Bay Area County regions.   

Amy started her college education at Cañada College.  She holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Psychology from Notre Dame De

Namur University and is a graduate of Stanford University Graduate School of Business – Redwood City Entrepreneurship Boot

Camp. 

Rosanne Foust

As the President & CEO of the San Mateo County Economic Development Association (SAMCEDA), Rosanne is a

leading voice of the business community in San Mateo County and across the Bay Area on issues important to

maintaining a strong local and regional economy, attracting and retaining major employers and good jobs, and

creating partnerships between business and government to address the critical issues of affordable housing,

mobility improvements, and maintaining a good quality of life.  Rosanne served for 12 years on the City Council in

Redwood City, including as Mayor and Vice Mayor.

Rosanne holds an MA in Public Administration; BA in International Studies and Economics; completed multiple Executive

Education programs at Stanford University’s Graduate School of Business and the Executive Management program at UCLA’s

Anderson Graduate School of Management.  

Bill Graham

Bill Graham is the President of Dignity Health Sequoia Hospital.  As President, Bill oversees operations of a 208-

bed hospital serving Southern San Mateo County including the nationally recognized Heart and Vascular Institute. 

Sequoia has been voted the “Best Place to Have Baby” on the peninsula and is among the largest providers of total

joint replacement in the greater Bay Area. 

Bill received his Bachelor of Science degree in Marketing at Santa Clara University and has a Master of Public Health degree from

San Jose State University.

Barrie Hathday

JobTrain’s President and CEO Barrie Hathaway combines his passion for empowering others to succeed with the

experience of a seasoned leader. A nearly 20-year veteran of non-profits, Barrie leads JobTrain’s strategic direction,

develops growth plans, and guides the management team.

Prior to joining JobTrain, Barrie was the Executive Director of The Stride Center, a workforce development

nonprofit that that prepares low income adults for professional careers in technology, from 2004 to 2017.

Before stepping into the non-profit world in 2002, Barrie spent nearly two decades as a supply chain management executive in

the high technology sector. His work and leadership in non-profits have been often recognized: in 2010, Barrie was named

National Social Enterprise Leader of the Year by the Social Enterprise Alliance; he received the Jefferson Award for Nonprofit

Leadership in 2012; and was selected for the Tipping Point Community Award in 2015. Barrie is a past fellow of the Leaderspring

Executive Fellows program and has a B.S. in Organizational Development and a Master of Nonprofit Administration from the

University of San Francisco.

Lisa Hicks-Dumanske

Lisa works every day to connect community and promote literacy as the Executive Director of the Redwood City

Library Foundation. As a local nonprofit and fundraising executive, she has been passionately leading social

change and working with people from diverse backgrounds for more than 25 years through community

organizing, service on the Library Board, the League of Women Voters, WIRE for Women, school PTOs and

numerous nonprofit boards.

Lisa was born and raised in Redwood City and has always been an active member of her community, focusing her professional

and volunteer activity on collaborative projects that address access, equity and social justice. Lisa was the first in her family to

graduate from college. She believes deeply in the power of higher education as an investment for everyone's future, and the

essential role community colleges have as we recover from the pandemic.

Lynn Mahoney

Lynn Mahoney is the 14th person and first woman to serve as president of San Francisco State University.

President Mahoney is on the board of directors for both the Bay Area Council and the San Francisco Chamber of

Commerce. She is a member of the Bay Area Higher Education Council, the San Francisco Workforce Investment

Board and the CSU Graduation Initiative 2025 Advisory Committee. She was also appointed to serve on San

Francisco’s COVID-19 Economic Recovery Task Force. Her scholarly work and teaching have focused on United

States history, women's history, feminism, race studies, and ethnicity.

Ivan Martinez

Ivan Martinez is a renowned community leader and advocate, deeply rooted in the fabric of Redwood City, with his

upbringing in North Fair Oaks. Over the span of nearly two decades, Ivan has exhibited unwavering dedication and

passion across various domains, including community advocacy, multimedia production, nonprofit leadership, and

entrepreneurship.

Currently serving as the Executive Director of the Pal Center, Ivan spearheads initiatives aimed at fostering social equity and

facilitating the holistic development of marginalized youth and families, in close collaboration with the community. Under his

stewardship, the Pal Center has emerged as a beacon of hope, offering top-tier programs and services to over 500 families

annually by merging the expertise of public safety professionals and service providers with community resources. Throughout his

career, Ivan Martinez has remained steadfast in his commitment to authenticity, courage, and collaboration, serving as an

inspiration to all those who aspire to effect positive change in their communities. His tireless efforts and innovative approaches

have left an indelible mark on Redwood City, embodying the true spirit of leadership and service.

Dr. Esmeralda Ortiz

Dr. Esmeralda Ortiz is a first-generation college student who started working in youth development after seeing a

need to improve representation of underserved communities in higher education. Over the past 10 years, she has

led college access efforts for high school aged-youth and established high school partnerships at the Boys & Girls

Clubs of the Peninsula (BGCP). More recently, she and her team have established postsecondary and career

pathways programs that support students complete their postsecondary training and degrees. She believes higher education is

the solution to break generational poverty and transform underserved communities. She is currently the Senior Vice President of

High School & Postsecondary Success Programs at BGCP and holds a B.A. in Sociology from UC Berkeley, a Master’s in Public

Administration from USC, and a doctorate from the School of Education from UC Davis. Esmeralda lives with her husband in

Mountain View where she serves as a trustee for the Mountain View-Los Altos Union High School Board.

Wade Painter

In May 2015, Wade Painter became president and CEO of San Mateo Credit Union, replacing Barry Jolette. Painter’s

previous position was with Redwood Credit Union (RCU), were he served as executive vice president and chief

financial officer for six years. Prior to his work at RCU, he was involved in the credit union consulting industry for

more than 20 years, culminating as the managing director of credit union consulting services for RSM McGladrey.

Painter’s experience also includes 31 years in credit union financial management, risk management, IT, corporate

strategy, and operational improvement.

He has a thorough understanding of the community financial institution business model and the credit union/financial

cooperative value proposition. Painter is skilled in entrepreneurial and growth-oriented strategies in the credit union industry. He

is successfully leading SMCU into the future by enhancing business model strengths and expanding the credit union’s excellent

reputation for community involvement. A committed leader, he firmly embraces the credit union philosophy of people helping

people.

John Pimentel

Trustee John Pimentel co-founded and managed several businesses in the renewable energy and sustainability

field. He was the Governor's Higher Education Advisor providing analysis on legislative and budget matters related

to UC, CSU, and community colleges. He began government service as an Assembly Fellow. He was the student

body president and Student Trustee for San Joaquin Delta Community College District.

In 2020, he was elected to represent Area 5 on the San Mateo County Community College District Board of

Trustees. Currently, Trustee Pimentel serves on the boards of the Redwood City Police Activities League, the Ravenswood

Education Foundation, the Delta College Foundation, and the Ravenswood Little League. He is also on the City of Menlo Park's

Housing Commission and he serves as an alternate on the San Mateo County Democratic Central Committee.

A first-generation college student, Trustee Pimentel graduated from Harvard Business School, University of California, Berkeley,

and San Joaquin Delta Community College. He lives in Menlo Park with his wife of 20 years and 3 children.

Dr. Linda Prieto

As the daughter of immigrants who left México to give their children a better life, Dr.Linda Prieto grew up in a

mixed-status home, working in the agricultural fields of thecentral San Joaquin Valley in California, but her heart

was in the classroom. In second grade, her teacher was the first person she ever heard say the word "college" –

until that point in her life, Dr. Prieto didn't know anyone with more than a sixth-grade education. But like her

parents, she too believed that education could break the cycle of poverty. A belief in education drove her to earn

her Bachelor’s degree in sociology from Stanford, a Master’s degree in education from Harvard, and a Ph.D. in education from the

University of Texas at Austin.

Linda taught middle school as well as undergraduate and graduate students. As a tenure-track faculty, she focused on preparing

educators to teach and lead using culturally relevant approaches with ethnically, culturally, and linguistically diverse students,

families, and communities. She began her work in the nonprofit sector as vice president of programs at a Santa Clara-based math

and college readiness program for underserved students. In addition to serving as Executive Director of Upward Scholars here in

Redwood City since the end of 2018, she is raising her son to be just as excited about learning and service as she has always been.

Dr. Cathy A. Sandeen

Cathy A. Sandeen was appointed president of Cal State East Bay in October 2020. She previously served as

chancellor of the University of Alaska Anchorage (UAA). Prior to her time at UAA, Sandeen served as chancellor of

the University of Wisconsin Colleges and University of Wisconsin-Extension from 2014-18. In that role, she served

as leader and chief administrator and was responsible for the academic, financial and administrative activities of

two statewide higher education institutions.
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Her other experience in higher education includes service as the vice president, education attainment and innovation for the

American Council on Education (2012-14), the dean at the University of California, Los Angeles Extension (2006-12) and in various

leadership roles at the University of California, Santa Cruz (2000-06) and the University of California, San Francisco (1990-2000).

She has been a member of the faculty at Santa Clara University, San José State University, the University of Utah, Stanford

University and San Francisco State University. 

Patricia (Patty) Siguenza

Patty holds the position of Senior Director and since 2009 has lead the BioAnalytical Sciences (BAS) Department at

Genentech. After completing an A.S. degree in Biology at College of San Mateo and a B.S. degree in Clinical Science

at San Francisco State University, Patty joined Genentech in 1987 at the bench. Since then she has held positions

of increasing responsibility and has contributed to many projects, including many of Genentech marketed

products.

Patty is very passionate about education and people development, volunteering her time mentoring professionals, and most

recently college students, as well as, recent graduates. She believes in given back to the community and as an immigrant aims to

give opportunities to students, in 2017 she established a scholarship to serve San Mateo County Community Colleges Students.

Student Resources

Academic Calendar

Canvas

Catalog / Schedule

Financial Aid Eligibility

Library / Bookstore

Student Email

WebSchedule / WebSmart

Security

Clery Act

Emergency Information

Privacy Policy

Report Concerning Behavior (CARES

Report)

Sexual Harassment (Title IX)

Website Accessibility

Campus Information

Accreditation

A-Z Site Index

Campus Map

Consumer Information

Employee Directory

Search

Student Outcomes

  Apply

  Contact Us

  Donate

    

Cañada College

4200 Farm Hill Blvd.

Redwood City, CA 94061

https://a.cms.omniupdate.com/11/?skin=smcccd&account=Canada&site=CanadaCollegeEdu&action=de&path=/pac/members.pcf
https://www.canadacollege.edu/admissions/calendar.php
https://smccd.instructure.com/
https://catalog.canadacollege.edu/
https://www.canadacollege.edu/catalogschedule/
https://www.canadacollege.edu/financialaid/consumerinformation.php
https://www.canadacollege.edu/library/
http://bookstore.canadacollege.edu/home.aspx
http://mail.my.smccd.edu/
https://webschedule.smccd.edu/
https://websmart.smccd.edu/
https://canadacollege.edu/policies/cleryact.php
http://smccd.edu/publicsafety/emergencypreparedness.php
https://canadacollege.edu/policies/privacypolicy.php
https://www.canadacollege.edu/cares/
https://www.canadacollege.edu/cares/
https://canadacollege.edu/studentservices/sexual-harassment.php
http://smccd.edu/accessibility/
https://www.canadacollege.edu/accreditation/
https://www.canadacollege.edu/a-z/
https://www.canadacollege.edu/about/campusmap.php
https://www.canadacollege.edu/financialaid/consumerinformation.php
http://directory.smccd.edu/allemp.php?college=Canada
https://search.canadacollege.edu/s/search.html?collection=smccd%7Esp-canada-search&profile=_default&query=
https://www.canadacollege.edu/prie/
https://www.canadacollege.edu/admissions/
https://www.canadacollege.edu/about/contact-us.php
https://foundation.smccd.edu/donate.php
https://www.instagram.com/canadacollegerwc/
https://www.instagram.com/canadacollegerwc/
https://www.facebook.com/canadacollegeRWC/
https://www.facebook.com/canadacollegeRWC/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCp1IWm9lQgDTcx50SQRiVA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCp1IWm9lQgDTcx50SQRiVA
https://www.linkedin.com/school/ca-ada-college/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/ca-ada-college/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/134656677@N03/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/134656677@N03/
https://goo.gl/maps/EF11JrEz1tN2
https://goo.gl/maps/EF11JrEz1tN2

