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[bookmark: _GoBack]How to Refer a Student to the DRC

Do you have a student you think might benefit from DRC services? Not sure how to refer him or her?
The best time to bring up your concerns would be in a private meeting, when other students are not present. Following are some suggestions on how you might express your concerns; please keep in mind that students benefit most from honest yet kind feedback about their performance in class, whether they have a disability or not.
· Do not ask the student directly if they have a disability, this might put him/her on the defensive and cause some discomfort. 
· Instead gather information about a few resources on campus, in addition to DRC, such as the Learning Center, Career Center, Counseling Center, Transfer Center, Bookstore, EOPS/CARE/CalWorks/Former Foster Youth, Health Center, Psychological Services, International Students, TRiO SSS, Veterans Services etc.. You might say, "I want to share some information on campus services that you might find helpful."
· When you mention the DRC, you could ask the student, "Are you aware of the DRC office? The DRC provides a number of services for students with a variety of disabilities."
· Some students feel their disability isn't "severe enough" to warrant utilizing the DRC services and feel guilty because they don't want to take away from "more deserving" students. You may assure your student that DRC serves all types of disabilities and that requesting services through DRC in no way affects the level of services someone else with different needs shall receive.

Ultimately it is up to the student to decide whether or not to disclose a disability and pursue DRC services. However, do feel free to let students know that you are willing to work with them and DRC to ensure that they have equal access to your curriculum. 

Once you have broached the subject and your student wishes to pursue DRC services, what can you do to facilitate the process?
· You may advise your student to go to the DRC office, where he or she may initiate the process of becoming a DRC student.
· Some students will benefit from being walked over, which is certainly acceptable as long as it is what the student wishes. Please keep in mind that students with disabilities are not required to utilize DRC services.
· Please do not ask the student to provide you any disability related documentation. The DRC office will take care of getting the appropriate paperwork from the student.
· Please advise your student that he or she will need to provide documentation of a disability and that we will provide a simple form for his or her doctor or other professional to complete. Many students will qualify based on having received services in high school, in which case they may bring in their IEP and psycho-educational testing report to serve as disability verification.
· Students who suspect they have a learning disability that has never been identified may be referred to contact Jenna French, Learning Disability Specialist / DRC counselor to discuss possible LD testing.  

[bookmark: h.p65f1ft25zax]DRC welcomes questions and partnering with classroom faculty so we can support you in your efforts to accommodate a student with a disability. Individual consultations with our highly qualified DRC staff are most welcome and available to all Cañada College faculty and staff on any disability-related issue. We look forward to collaborating with you.
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For additional information, please contact: Jenna French, Learning Disabilities Specialist / DRC Counselor, (650) 306-3368 , frenchj@smccd.edu 
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