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Presenting Information

Roberto is a 4 year old boy removed from his home due to general neglect. During the initial conversation with the child welfare social worker she states that Roberto was found home alone after a concerned neighbor contacted the child abuse hotline.  You are told Roberto was found in a really bad condition—clothing too small for him, unclean with soiled underpants. The home that Roberto was living in had large piles of garbage, no running water or heat. You ask about Roberto’s parents and are told that Roberto’s mother is currently incarcerated and his father’s whereabouts are unknown.  

Concurrent Plan:

Roberto’s social worker is taking the steps to locate relatives as a concurrent plan for permanency. 

Roberto has been placed in your care for 3 months and he is beginning to adjust to your family.  He begins to form a connection to you and begins to call you mom.   Roberto is beginning to bathe every other day, and is doing better with not having “accidents”.  During these three months, you are informed that mom is serving a 
6 month term for prostitution.  

Today, you receive a call from the social worker stating that Roberto’s mom has been released from jail and that reunification services will begin. You are scheduled to meet Roberto’s mother at the first supervised visit.


1. Do you have any concerns with the plan for Roberto to be returned to his mother?

2. Would you be able to support the reunification plan despite the above stated neglect?

3. Describe healthy ways of coping with strong feelings towards bio parents during the concurrent planning process?
