Case Vignette: Visitation

Presenting Information:

Michelle is a 7 year old girl removed from her mother due to physical abuse. Michelle and her school friends were doing cartwheels on the playground and one of the girls observed that Michelle had purple bruises on her back.  She immediately told their teacher Mrs. Jones.  Mrs. Jones then asked Michelle how everything was going on at home to which she replied she is always in trouble.  

As a mandated reporter Mrs. Jones makes a report to the CPS hotline. The CPS investigation concludes that Michelle’s mother’s boyfriend has in fact physically abused Michelle over the course of the last year.  He is ordered not to reside in the home. 

Concurrent Plan:

Michelle has been placed in your care for 5 months and her mother is cooperating with the reunification services, which includes complying with a restraining order against her ex-boyfriend.

[bookmark: _GoBack]As part of the ongoing reunification services, you have been transporting Michelle to and from supervised visits with her mother at the local Family Resource Center. Michelle has always looked forward to her supervised visits with her mother and you have been very impressed with her mother’s consistency with the visitation plan. 

Michelle and her mother have transitioned to unsupervised visits. You notice that after the first unsupervised visit Michelle is no longer excited about her visits with her mother. Michelle appears really anxious and worried. You ask Michelle how she is feeling and Michelle begins to cry and discloses that her mommy made her promise that she would not tell anyone about her boyfriend moving back in. You are scheduled to drop off Michelle for a visit with her mother tomorrow afternoon.


1. What safety concerns would you have in response to Michelle’s disclosure?

2. How would you handle Michelle’s disclosure and upcoming unsupervised
     visit?

3. The department has reordered supervised visitation. Michelle feels really 
     guilty and fears her mother is mad at her. How can you support both
     Michelle and Mom during this transition?

