Quick Guide To LGBTQ 
Terminology & Definitions

Ally:
A member of the majority or dominant group who works to end oppression b supporting or advocating for the oppressed population

Androgynous:
Possessing characteristics of both male and female; not necessarily masculine or feminine

Coming Out:
A figure of speech for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) people’s disclosure of their sexual orientation and/or gender identity. Commonly known as coming out of the closest.

Drag:
Associating a stereotypical view of males wearing feminine clothing or likewise a female wearing male clothing

Dyke:
Derogatory reference to a lesbian often used to label masculine appearing women

Fag/Faggot:
Derogatory way of referring to gay persons, usually in reference to gay males

Gay:
Men who are sexually oriented toward men

Gender Expression:
An individual’s physical characteristics, behaviors and presentation that are linked to masculinity or femininity that include appearance, dress, mannerisms, speech patterns and social interactions

Gender Identity:
How an individual identifies in terms of gender regardless of the biological identification of sex assigned at birth

Gender Non-Conforming or Gender Variant:
A term used to reference individuals who do not follow the norms and stereotypes about how they should look or act based on the female or male sex they were assigned at birth


Genderqueer:
Individuals who are both transgender and queer and view gender identity and sexual orientation as interconnected and overlapping

Heterosexism:
A system of attitudes, biases and/or discriminatory beliefs that favor opposite sex sexuality and relationships

Lesbian:
Woman who are sexually oriented to women

Queer:
A tem used to describe sexual orientation, gender identity or gender expression that does not conform to dominant societal norms; an umbrella term for sexual and gender minorities that are not heterosexual, heteronormative or gender binary

Questioning:
An individual who is not able to define or is actively exploring their sexual orientation and/or gender identity

[bookmark: _GoBack]Transgender:
An individual’s gender identity that is not aligned with their gender assigned at time of birth



