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Description of Talk:

Community college students experience unique obstacles that can
prevent them from participating in academic and social programs vital
to their success. Improving student engagement is a frequent topic of
research, with the growing field of behavioral economics showing strong
potential to increase student involvement in on-campus activities and
groups. Based on our research, we used proven techniques in
behavioral economics to improve student engagement with a variety of
different organizations tied to student academic success. Analysis of the
results of our project indicates that when correctly targeted, relatively
small modifications in communication and outreach can have
substantial effects on student participation at a relatively low cost.

About the Speakers:

Chelsea Brown is a psychology student, peer mentor, and former
Phi Theta Kappa chapter president at Canada College. In Phi Theta
Kappa, Chelsea and her chapter completed an honors research
project on behavioral economics. Their project won 4t place out of
1,300 Phi Theta Kappa chapters. Chelsea is interested in studying
clinical psychology and public health and will be transferring to UC
Berkeley in spring 2020.

Natalie Alizaga is an Assistant Professor within the Psychology Department at Cafiada College. She received
her PhD in Applied Social Psychology from The George Washington University, a MPH in Health Behavior and
Health Education from the University of Michigan, and a BS in Health Science from San Jose State University.
Her research and teaching interests include elucidating the psychosocial factors related to tobacco use and
cessation for underserved populations, as well as the impact of discrimination and prejudice on behavioral
health outcomes for low-income populations, racial/ethnic minorities and LGBTQ populations.
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